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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Now that the holidays are over and we, hopefully, have survived 
them with our credit cards intact, it is time to start thinking about 
what is coming up with the Top Cats for 2003. We have a new 
year, a new Board and lots of new ideas. 

One of the first things I did was to pull out a copy of the Mission 
Statement that was put together by our Founder Virgo Bender. 
Virgo had a vision for our organization and the second paragraph 
of the Mission Statement reads as follows: Top Cats-Illinois is a 
forum for the exchange of ideas affecting motorcyclists; fosters 
member development through networking, business, educational 
and social opportunities; and acts as a motorcyclists' rights and 
interests advocate. 

During my term of office, I would like to help fulfill Virgo's 
vision. This is not a one person job. You have elected a great 
Board of Directors to help me and don't forget that as a member, 
you are part of the team also. One of my goals for the upcoming 
year is to have an exciting Ride Calendar for the membership. 
There are already the annual rides to Sturgis on the River, Big 
Sturgis and a new July 4th weekend event called the Mississippi 
River Run setup. Our Charity Ride in September plus many other 
day rides and, of course, the old standby, the Pickup Rides when 
you have a day you just want to get out of town. 

My second goal is to expand Virgo's networking ideas. We are 
planning a Member Business Directory this year and we are 
always looking for ways we can promote our Top Cats' business-
es. A Directory is a good start, but just a start. As a member, you 
can promote your business through a short presentation at a 
General Meeting, pass out any promotional items you may have, 
pass out your business card. There is always room in ROAR for 
you to publish an article stating what services you may offer. You 
can place your ad in ROAR. As you can see, there are several 
ways to accomplish this along with talking to other members at 
one of our events. 

As you can see, we have an active year ahead along with a revised 
G.R.A.S.S. class to offer you. Like I said before, this is not a one 
person job and to make a success, I need your help. When one of 
our Chairman calls you, I hope you will consider using your many 
talents by working on one of our events or projects in the upcom-
ing year. 

I look forward to serving as your President for the upcoming year. 

Ride Safe 	 

Sandy 

How to become a Road Captain 
By John Fraccaro 

Would you like to run in front of a bunch of thunder? The first 
time I led a Top Cat ride I was more scared than proud (inex-
perience can do that). I remember an article that Traveler 
penned that month suggested that the fact that the group I 
was leading was 60% officers of the club, and did not seem 
to have any effect on my confidence. He failed to mention 
the wrong turn that I signaled (and waved off) would have 
put the group into the Rock River. After several road-cap-
taining experiences the pride gets a lot bigger. I did have an 
experienced, caring and patient mentor in Jim Heniff, which 
made the transition form the middle to the front of the pack 
easy and enjoyable. 

The process to become a Road Captain is straightforward. 
The information on the Road Captain's responsibilities is 
covered in the GRASS class. The instructors will be glad to 
answer any questions that you might have. Also at any of 
the monthly meetings almost anyone that presents to the 
membership will be able to cover the process, responsibili-
ties and answer your questions. 

When you want to become a Road Captain, take a look at 
the activities calendar. If there is a ride that you would like 
to lead or if you have an idea for a ride, let the activity com-
mittee person know. The activity committee person will help 
find a Senior Road Captain that can work with you to set up 
the ride. Senior Road Captains will have a gold Road 
Captain rocker. If you have been on a ride that you thought 
was setup and run well, talk to the person that led the ride. 
Between you and your mentor you will plan the ride track 
and date. As shortly before the day of the ride as possible 
you will pre-ride the course to be sure that there are no sur-
prises during the ride. An un-passable section of road can 
be a problem. On the day of the ride you will present a pre-
ride briefing to the group. This briefing will include a descrip-
tion of the route, any concerns or hazards and a reminder of 
safety and signals. 

There are a few more details that will become apparent as 
you work through the preparation for, and day of the ride. 
However the effort that you put in will be rewarded with the 
satisfaction and exhilaration that comes from the apprecia-
tion of the riders at the end of the day. The Club exists to 
offer a safe and interesting set of activities throughout the 
year and you can be part of making the riding season bet-
ter. If you ever wanted to led a bunch of 'ruffians' across the 
countryside you should act upon that urge. I did. 
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(847) 669-0256 
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Fax (847) 669-0772 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	 Sandra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com) 

847/634-6402 

Vice President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 
(j heniff@mailstation.com) 

847/381-5357 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@svw-cpa.com ) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	 John Lunde 
(mongerl@hotmail.com) 

815/459-2488 

Founder 	 Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 

847/854-4137 

Director 	 Bard Boand 
(bboand@fedez.com) 

847/381-1393 

Director 	 John Fraccaro 
(jfraccaro@juno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	 Jim "Taz" Krepel 
(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	 Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOFIUNE:(347)622-3501 e-mail: topcats mcc@hothnalcom 

NEXT MEETING: January 7, 2003 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	 Jim Haase (jimhaase@attbi.com ) 847/776-7845 

Advertising 

Membership 	Kathy Citko (kc1544@yahoo.com) 847/918-9464 
Charity Ride 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (jfraccaro@juno.com) 
Roar 	 Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Website 	 Alicia Kumro (aliciakumr@aoLcom) 
Hotline 	 Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowman13@aoLcom) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/639-4009 
847-537-8989 

Safety 	 Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net) 847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 847/438-4998 

G -LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 	 GEORGE J. LAX 
HEATING 	 CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 	 P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDEN77AL / COMMERCIAL 

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWIDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 
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Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 

Ramblings 

I trust everyone had a marvelous holiday. 
We have so many things to be truly thankful, 
family, friends, and the Sisterhood and 
Brotherhood of Top Cats. Let me wish all of my 
fellow Top Cats the Happiest of Holidays, how-
ever ever you choose to celebrate. 

We had a FANtastic turnout for last 
months' GRASS. Twenty-five members and 
guests showed. One of the largest classes, yet. I 
want to thank all of you who attended this last 
class of the year, because you made my job a lot 
easier. I know you value your membership, just 
by attending, and I will NOT have to recommend 
to the board that if you have been a Top Cat for 
more than a year and haven't taken a GRASS that 
your membership privileges be suspended until 
you take a GRASS and reapply for membership. 
That next class will be Sunday February 9th, 
2003. 

If you are so inclined to store your 
motorcycle for the winter, here are some 
reminders: 

1) Use a battery tender (trickle charger) to 
maintain battery life, especially if your 
scooter happens to be fuel injected. If it is 
not fuel injected you can still use the trick-
le charger or remove the battery and store 
it in a warm and dry place. 
2) Add a fuel stabilizer to a nearly full 
tank of gas and run the bike for 5 minutes 
so that it mixes thoroughly before you 
store it. 
3) Do NOT run the motorcycle for 5-10 
minutes while just sitting at its storage 
facility during your storage period. It will 
do more harm than good. Moisture will 
build up internally and do more damage 

than good. If you feel compelled to start it 
up during that storage time, pick a ride able 
day and ride it for at least a half an hour to 
give that moisture an opportunity to evapo-
rate. 
4) If you store it near a vehicle that accu-
mulates or drops and splashes salt during 
the storage period, remember to cover the 
motorcycle so that none of that salt comes 
in contact with your scooter. That salt can 
cause pitting and/or permanent damage. 

Ride Free 

ADVANCED 
CuAtem 

• Largest Selection Of Exotic Skins 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Comfort 
• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL 60046 



DECEMBER 2002 BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

BY Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

The December Board Meeting was held at Enzo and Lucia's 
in Long Grove on December 9, 2002, President Wayne 
Kirkpatrick presiding. Those in attendance are as follows: 
Terry Kumro, George Lax, John Fraccaro, Ric Case, Jim 
Krepel, Jim Heniff, and Sandra Vernon. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick gave an update from Chuck Prettyman 
on the outline for a fund raising packet to be used by the 
Charity Ride Committee. Terry Kumro reported every thing 
running smoothly with Communications. Safety Chairman 
Ric Case has outlined an updated version of G.R.A.S.S. to 
be given to the Senior Road Captains for review. He gave 
a reminder that members cannot renew their membership if 
they have not taken the G.R.A.S.S. class within a year of 
joining Top Cats. 2003 dues are due by December 31, 
2002, and names will be removed from the Roster if not paid 
by that time. Jim Heniff will be sending out a "Final Notice" 
to those members whose dues are not paid. 

Richard and Patricia Niesen were presented for member-
ship sponsored by Windy Krepel. Signed Ride Waivers and 
a check for dues were sent with the application. They were 
both approved for Regular membership. Barry Hulden and 
Brian Shahinian were approved for Honorary Membership 
for 2003. 

JANUARY - MARCH 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

12/31 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE 
1/5 	Pick Up Ride 

10 AM Egg Harbor - Barrington, IL 
1/7 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
1/13 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM Enzo & Lucia's - Long Grove, IL 
3/21 TOP CATS ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 

TBA 

For Updated Activities 
Information, Check 
WWW.TOPCATS.ORG  

frequently 

Treasurer Jim Heniff stated there is a balance of $7,923.37 
in the treasury. It was approved on a verbal statement. All 
bills need to be presented to Jim for payment by December 
15, 2002. Final report for 2002 will be available after 
December 15th. If any member would like to see a copy of 
the Financial Statement, please contact Jim Heniff. 

The meeting was then turned over to the new President, 
Sandy Vernon. She handed out a copy of the By Laws to 
those in attendance along with a copy of the Mission 
Statement of Top Cats. She stated the goals she would like 
to accomplish in 2003 were to promote networking among 
members and to be able to offer a solid ride calendar for 
2003. The various committees of Top Cats will fall under the 
direction of the following Board Members: Vice President 
Jim Heniff, Activities, Secretary John Lunde, Membership, 
Don Schaffer, Advertising, Past President Wayne 
Kirkpatrick, ROAR, Director Bard Boand, Awards and 
Products, Director Jim Krepel, Safety, Director Chuck 
Prettyman, Charity and Programs, Director John Fraccaro, 
Communications. 

The meeting was then returned to President Wayne 
Kirkpatrick in which he thanked Committeemen John 
Fraccaro and Ric Case for all their help and dedication in the 
past year. He also said thank you to the present Board for 
all their help in the past year and for becoming his Top Cats 
family. 

President Wayne Kirkpatrick adjoined the meeting 

with Let's Roll 	 



Government Buys Smart Topcat 
Brand New Motorcycle! 

By Numbersman 

OK, so I lied a little. Would you settle for them paying for a third of a new bike? Topcats are 
business execs, right? You get to call the shots. My clients are always asking me how to get 
the Feds to pay for a piece of something they always wanted anyway. The guys who want 
boats are out of luck. Their toys cost so darn much that they were legislated out of most of 
their dreams. Not so for bike riders. 

You know how the government loves detail. You can do almost anything if you write it down 
properly. Think about this. Your accountant lets you deduct business use of your car. This 
is not because it is a car, but because it is a cost of business transportation. No one said you 
have to drive a car all the time. Hell, even in Chicago the sun shines in the summer. If you 
are like me, you ride instead of drive whenever you can, especially on business. You just 
need a business bike. I knew one guy who made out of town rush deliveries in a P51 
Mustang, complete with shark teeth paint job. One hell of a tax deduction, and he beat the 
IRS based on good record keeping. 

Lets say you have your eye on a new Fat Boy, with lots of chrome and a solo seat, and you 
don't want your spouse to see it. What can you do about it? Have the business pony up the 
$ 24K and be sure you have a nice place to park it at the warehouse. Now, ride that iron 
whenever you visit a customer, deliver a sample, go to a business meeting, or entertain a new 
prospect (especially if he is also a rider and likes to talk business on the way to Starved 
Rock). The two way can be deductible too. Get a little diary you can use to write in the des-
tination, business purpose and mileage of all your business trips. Be sure you also record 
non-business use such as the occasional drive home (As your accountant told you with your 
car, commuting cost is not a business expense) or that rare time you went to lunch by your-
self. A word of warning here. I do not recommend inviting an IRS agent to ride sissy with you 
during the summer just to make sure your diary is correct. Handle it yourself. Charge the 
business for all your maintenance, gas, winter storage, and other upkeep. 

Now it's almost the end of the year. You have finished Toys for Tots, where you rode the bike 
to personally deliver the toys your business was donating. The bike is stored, and it's time 
get ready for the dreaded accountant's inquisition. Let's see how it goes. 

You carefully add up all the business miles and the personal miles in your diary and find that 
you rode 6000 miles during the year, 90°/0 business and 10% personal. Gas cost $ 200, and 
maintenance costs were only $ 400. After all, it was under warranty. Now the good news. 
Your new bike does not fall under the rules which limit auto depreciation. Depending on your 
company's circumstances, you can get an immediate tax break as high as $ 9,000. That new 
Fat Boy now only cost the company $ 15,000. How are you going to beat that! Warning! This 
rider is a professional accountant working in a controlled environment. Do not try this on your 
own. You could crash and burn. 



Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 
2002 GENERAL MEETING 

BY Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

The General Meeting was called to order by 
President Wayne Kirkpatrick on December 3, 2002, 
at Mandile's in Algonquin. The "President's 5" 
included a Thanks to Tom Lonze and Rolling 
Thunder for their ride to raise money for the veter-
ans and Toys for Tots. All veterans interested in 
motorcycle license plates for the state of Illinois with 
a special veterans insignia, please pick up a form 
from Wayne or Tom. They need 850 signatures to 
accomplish this. 

A check was presented to N.I.S.R.A. at their 
Christmas luncheon in the amount of $23,000 from 
the proceeds of the Fall Charity Ride held in 
September, 2002. 

Wayne encourage everyone to pay their dues 
NOW! 

Guests this evening were Joe Pagone and Rick 
Kennedy presented by Jim Haase. 

Jordy Glazov auctioned a Harley Davidson 100th 
Anniversary Collectors Edition Book with proceeds 
of $65 given to N.I.S.R.A. 

Secretary Sandra Vernon stated if you need roster 
or need to make changes on roster to contact her. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff states current balance is 
$6,700 and members may request to see the books 
at anytime. Please fill out your Member Survey if 
you haven't done so. 

Director Chuck Prettyman would like any member 
interested in speaking about their business, please 
contact him to get on the program for the upcoming 

year. 

Activities John Fraccaro stated the first ride of the 
year will be held January 5th, 10:00 A.M. at the 
Algonquin Road House in Algonquin. If it is below 
40 degrees and wet, ride will be called off. You can 
call John Fraccaro if you need more details. First 
G.R.A.S.S. class will be held February 9th, more 
details to follow from Ric Case. Awards Dinner will 
be held on March 21st, remember to turn in your 
mileage reading for the year to Pete or Cheryl 
Hemmelgarn before December 31, 2002. Jim 
Haase gave more details on the Mississippi River 
Run in July. Needs Road Captain volunteers. 

John Lunde would like more members to submit 
articles for ROAR. 

Director Bard Boand give updates on the ride to 
Sturgis on the River in Davenport. Contact Kim 
Bothel at 563-322-2200 for reservations at the 
Radisson. Big Sturgis, contact Donna Knapp at the 
Alex Johnson in Rapid City at 800-888-ALEX. 
Watch for more details from Bard. 

The Safety Tip for tonight from Ric Case was to 
cover your bike if it is parked close to a car in your 
garage to protect it from the road salt from your car. 

George Lax passed out the ballots for the election 
of officers. All Regular members are eligible to 
vote. Election results are as follows: President-
Sandra Vernon, Vice President- Jim Heniff, 
Secretary-John Lunde, Treasurer-Don Schaffer, 
Directors-Bard Boand, Chuck Prettyman, Jim 
Krepel, John Fraccaro. Installation will be at the 
January General Meeting. 

Member announcement from Tom Lonze was to 
thank Top Cats for their participation in the Rolling 
Thunder Toys for Tots event and look for another 
event this summer. 

50/50 of $87 was won by guest Joe Pagone. 

Meeting adjourned by a "Let's Roll" from Traveler. 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

RECALLS! 2002 Honda Silver Wing, NHTSA recall:02V250. 
2002 Indian Chief, NHTSA recall:02V246. 2002 Kawasaki 
Vulcan Mean Streak, Classic & Classic Fi, NHTSA 
recall:02V261. 1998-2002 Moto Guzzi California, NHTSA 
recall:02V262. 1999-2001 Polaris Victory V92C, NHTSA 
recall:02V263. 2001-2002 Triumph Speed Triple, Sprint ST, 
Daytona, & Centennial, NHTSA recall:02V242. Please check 
out the details for your specific motorcycle at www.nhtsa.gov. 

ON RAMPS. Highway "On Ramps" can be "Off" ramps if you're 
not careful. Typically, we twist the throttle and watch for traffic 
in our left mirror as we prepare to merge into traffic. With our 
eyes off of the road surface in front of us, we have an excellent 
chance of hitting dangerous debris, a vehicle slowing or stopped 
in front of us, or very slippery spots caused by spilled fuel. 
Vehicles usually refuel before they get back on the highway and 
may spill fuel on the on ramp as they accelerate into the turn. Be 
extremely alert and clear the road in front of you before you 
divert your attention to your mirror and the lane you plan to 
merge into. 

INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SHOW. Mark your calendar 
and start talking to friends about attending the 2003 International 
Motorcycle Show at the Stephens Convention Center in 
Rosemont, IL, February 7-9, 2003. Major motorcycle manufac-
turers will have their 2003 models on display and the place is 
usually packed with accessory vendor. 

PRE RIDE CHECK. With weather limiting our riding opportuni-
ties, now is a great time to get your bike serviced and ready for 
the riding season. Most dealers offer pick up and delivery ser-
vice this time of year, also. One valuable maintenance invest-
ment is to have your dealer check front / rear wheel alignment 
during routine servicing. If your bike is not aligned it will, and 
could dangerously, affect the handling characteristics. If it is in 
perfect alignment, you can ride with peace of mind, not to men-
tion riding safely. 

BELL HELMETS. Most of us grew up with Bell Helmets, the 
American icon of helmets. The Bell Helmet line was sold to 
Bieffe some years ago but, Bell Sports just re-acquired the line 
and will market the helmets, once again, under their new divi-
sion, Bell Powersports. 

MSF GRAD. It'S too soon to tell what impact it will have on 
future motorcycle legislation but, the Deputy Administrator of 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, recently 
completed the MSF Basic Rider Course. Annette Sandburg and 
six of her colleagues successfully graduated from the course in 
Largo, VA. 

Biker Culture 
Few of us realize what it's like to be a motorcycle technician try-
ing to interpret what the rider really means by the problem they 
wrote on the service order... 

P = the problem the riders entered on the workorder. 
S = the solution or corrective action taken by the technicians. 

P: Anti-skid braking system (ABS) works intermittently. 
S: ABS not installed on this motorcycle. 

P: Something loose in tourpak. 
S: Something tightened in tourpak. 

P: Dead bugs on windshield. 
S: Live bugs on backorder. 

P: Severe vibration over 110 mph. 
S: Cannot legally reproduce problem. 

P: Evidence of leak on right front fork. 
S: Evidence removed. 

P: Radio volume unbelievably loud. 
S: Radio volume set to more believable level. 

P: Friction lock causes throttle to stick. 
S: That's what it's there for! 

P: Cruise control inoperative. 
S: Cruise control always inoperative in OFF mode. 

P: Suspected crack in right exhaust pipe. 
S: Suspect you're right. 

P: Motorcycle handles funny. 
S: Motorcycle warned to straighten up and be serious. 

P: Radio hums. 
S: Reprogrammed radio with words. 

P: Headlight appears dim at night. 
S: Windscreen cleaned for the first time ever. 

P: Motorcycle stopped running unexpectedly. 
S: Fuel gage repaired and empty tank filled. 

P: Engine runs very rough. 
S: Diesel fuel replaced with 93 octane gasoline. 

P: Loud, continuous noise from the rear of bike. 
S: "QUIET!" sticker installed on passenger seat. 
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Custom Sewing 
Patches. Eippers Znaps 

Custom Body Jewelry 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010./347-382-3474 
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New & Used Bikes 
847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
L.10PcP 	WaardrOf  

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
p, Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

TITikey's 	Zewing 

Miley 	847-358-3167 F./N:1 
ILNKI 
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MOBILE DETAILINe 

WE COME TO YOU 

*Motorcycles* 	 *Cars* 
*Snowmobiles* 	 *Boats* 
*Trucks* 	*Planes* *And More* 

10°/0 of all sales goes to NISRA 

SERVICE TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 

Call Jim Elder @Lield Enterprises 
(708) 865.1959 WWW. Lield.com  



Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10

